[A] 


XV. YERUSHALMI YOMA 3:3 


A PERSON DOES NOT ENTER THE COURTYARD FOR THE SERVICE, EVEN IF HE IS 


CLEAN, UNLESS HE IMMERSES. FIVE ACTS OF IMMERSION, AND TEN ACTS OF 
SANCTIFICATION OF THE HANDS AND FEET, DOES THE HIGH PRIEST CARRY OUT 
ON THAT DAY. AND ALL OF THEM ARE IN THE SANCTUARY AT THE PARVAH 
CHAMBER, EXCEPT FOR THIS ONE ALONE. 


I:1: This is the way the passage of the Mishnah is to be read: A person 
does not enter the courtyard and the service, even if he is clean, unless 
he immerses [M. 3:3A]. [That is to say,] it is not the end of the matter 
that he comes for the service. But even if it is not for the service, [he 
still must immerse]. 


1:2: They asked Ben Zoma, “What is the reason for this immersion?” 
He said to them, “If he who goes in from one holy area to an other 
requires immersion, he who enters from a secular area to a holy area 
all the more so should require immersion!” (Cf. T. Yoma 1:16B-C.] 
No, there is this question. It may be that, if one goes from one holy 
area to another holy area, he should not require immersion, while if he 
goes from an unconsecrated area to a holy area, he should require 
immersion. [So the proposed argument does not stand.] Said R. Shimi, 
“This is the proper version: [He said to them] ‘If one who goes in from 
one holy area to another, a place not subject to the punishment of 
extirpation, requires immersion, he who enters from an ordinary area 
to a holy place, which is subject to punishment of extirpation, surely 
should require immersion’ [T. Yoma 1:16C].” 


1:3: It has been taught [in T.’s version:] R. Judah says, “This 
immersion too was required only because of real dirt. “Sometimes an 
old source of uncleanness clings to one’s hands. “Because sometimes 
one is going to immerse [to clean up], he remembers that he is unclean 
and goes back [immerses and then goes] along” [T. Yoma 1:16D-F]. 
There we have learned: [He subject to flux who suffered a seminal 
flux, or a menstruant who discharged semen, or if] a woman had a 
flow of blood during sexual relations, they must immerse themselves 
[before they say the Prayer]. R. Judah declares them exempt [from 
having to do so] [M. Ber. 3:6]. 


